
Financial Wellness

How Long to Keep Documents

Document How Long to Keep It

Bank statements 1 year, unless needed to support tax filings

Birth certificates, marriage licenses, divorce decrees, 
passports, education records, military service 
records

Forever

Contracts Until updated

Credit card records Until paid, unless needed to support tax filings

Home purchase and improvement records As long as you own the property

Household inventory Forever; update as needed

Life insurance Forever

Property insurance (car, home, etc.) Until you renew the policy, unless you have pending 
claims under the old policy

Investment statements Shred your monthly statements; keep annual 
statements until you sell the investments

Investment certificates Until you cash or sell the item

Service contracts and warranties Until you sell or discard the item

Social Security card Forever

Social Security statement When you get your new statement online, shred the 
old one

Tax records 7 years from the filing date

Vehicle titles Until you sell or dispose of the car

Will Until updated

This information is provided by USA.gov, the U.S. government’s official Web portal. It should not be construed to be financial, tax 
or legal advice. 
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