
8 Simple Ways to Save Money and Cut Spending on Shopping 
 

1. Compare online. PriceGrabber.com, Nextag.com, Bizrate.com and Pricewatch.com 
provide price comparisons from scads of vendors selling just about everything. Decide 
what you want, and a link takes you directly to the product site. 

 
2. Time is money. On average, coupon users save $8 per supermarket visit from 13 

minutes of clipping—more than $400 a year, according to the coupon industry. Those 
who devote 20 minutes a week to the task shave their annual grocery bill by nearly 
$1,000. 
 

3. Click, don’t stick. Many banks offer a secure and convenient way to pay bills online for 
free, saving you the cost of checks, envelopes, stamps and the occasional late fee. Check 
with your bank. 
 

4. Rebate follow-up. Some 20 to 40 percent of shoppers never collect the rebate that 
helped seal the deal. Merchants are counting on this—prove them wrong! Save all 
receipts, forms and packaging needed to apply. Send them in immediately. Be careful to 
follow all directions and keep copies. Cash or spend your rebate right away—it may 
expire. 
 

5. Say when. Winter is the best time to buy homes, exercise equipment and TVs; spring is 
best for computers, digital camera and carpeting; summer for indoor furniture, 
camcorders and snow blowers; and fall for lawn mowers, gas grills and GPS navigators. 
 

6. Hang on to hangers. When you buy clothes in a store, ask if you can keep the hangers 
they’re on. Many clerks will say yes. 
 

7. Be a yard sale shark. Wall Street knows how to exploit price differences between 
markets. Likewise, you may make pocket money buying choice items at yard sales, then 
selling them online at auction sites or community boards. 
 

8. Neighborhood bargains. Enter your city or Zip code, and Sciddy.com lists discounts in 
your area for people 50 or older. The savings range up to 15% on everything from travel 
to pet services. 
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