
8 Great Ways to Save Money and Cut Spending on Your Home 

 
1. Cleaning.  Check the internet for how to make laundry detergent. The most common 

ingredients are Borax and Fels-Naptha soap. A batch costs you pennies on the dollar per 
load. 
 

2. Not Just for dishes.  Use about a teaspoon of liquid dish soap in your top-loading 
washing machine to clean your clothes. It’s cheaper, with fewer chemicals.  
 

3. Scrub this.  Instead of buying pot scrubbers or steel wool pads, plastic mesh bags that 
fruits and veggies come in will do the trick. Remove any labels or staples and tie in a 
knot. 
 

4. Stain remover.  To remove carpet stains, spray a mixture of two-thirds warm water and 
one-third ammonia on the stain. Put an old towel over the stain and run a hot iron on 
the steam setting over the towel. The heat lifts the stain from the carpet into the towel. 
Spot-test first. 
 

5. Leak finder.  Pour a packet of grape Kool-Aid in the tank of your toilet. If the water in 
the toilet bowl turns purple without flushing, your toilet is slowly leaking water – and 
money – down the drain. Installing a new flap or seal usually fixes it. 
 

6. Drafty measure.  Use lighted incense sticks to detect leaks around windows and doors 
where you’re losing heat in the wintertime and cool air in the summer. Gaps usually can 
be sealed with inexpensive DIY weather-stripping kits or by caulking. 
 

7. Dry cleaner swap.  Save on dry cleaning by using home dry-cleaning kits from Dryel or 
Woolite in your dryer. They are ideal for freshening sweaters and slacks. 
 

8. Stove vs. microwave.  A microwave is more efficient for reheating small portions than a 
stove top, using 80% less energy and costing about three times less, says the EPA. To 
make a stove heat better, match the size of the burner to the pot. 
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