
Published on University of Colorado (https://www.cu.edu)

Home > Living in Colorado

Living in Colorado [1]

Learn about the cities that are home to each CU campus.

https://www.cu.edu
https://www.cu.edu/
https://www.cu.edu/cu-careers/living-colorado
https://www.cu.edu/cu-careers/living-aurora


[2]

 

https://www.colorado.edu/jobs/living-here


[3]

https://www.cu.edu/cu-careers/living-colorado-springs


[4]

https://www.cu.edu/cu-careers/living-denver


[5]

 

Living in Colorado

From its iconic mountain peaks to its vibrant cities and welcoming communities, Colorado 
offers a lifestyle that’s as elevated as its altitude. Living in Colorado means embracing a blend 
of natural beauty, cultural richness and everyday adventure.

Colorado is known for its four distinct seasons and over 300 days of sunshine each year. 
Winters bring snow to the mountains, while the Front Range cities like Denver, Colorado 
Springs and Aurora often enjoy milder conditions. Spring and fall are colorful and crisp, and 
summers are warm and dry — ideal for hiking, biking and exploring the outdoors.

Living at 5,280 feet above sea level comes with a few adjustments. Newcomers may notice 
the thinner air and stronger sun, but most acclimate quickly. Just remember to drink lots of 
water to adapt to the climate. The altitude also contributes to Colorado’s active lifestyle, with 
residents often taking advantage of the state’s natural playground for fitness and recreation.

Colorado’s culture is a mix of laid-back mountain town charm and progressive urban energy. 
The state is home to a thriving arts scene, world-class universities and a strong sense of civic 
pride. Whether you're attending a music festival in Telluride, a gallery opening in Denver’s 
RiNo district, or a local farmers market in Fort Collins, you’ll find a community that values 
creativity, sustainability and connection.

While Colorado’s cities are growing, they remain relatively easy to navigate. Denver and its 
surrounding areas are served by RTD’s light rail and bus systems, and many communities are 
bike- and pedestrian-friendly. Traffic can be a factor during peak hours or ski weekends, but 
most residents enjoy short commutes and scenic drives.

Colorado residents enjoy a healthy, active lifestyle supported by abundant outdoor 
opportunities and a wellness-focused culture. From yoga studios and climbing gyms to 
weekend hikes and ski trips, staying active is part of daily life. The state boasts a strong food 
and craft beverage scene, with local breweries, farmers markets and restaurants emphasizing 
fresh, local ingredients.

Colorado’s economy is diverse and growing, with strong sectors in technology, aerospace, 
healthcare, education and renewable energy. Major employers include the University of 
Colorado system, Lockheed Martin, Ball Aerospace and a range of startups and research 
institutions. The state’s entrepreneurial spirit and educated workforce make it a hub for 
innovation and opportunity.

Housing options in Colorado range from urban lofts and suburban neighborhoods to mountain 
cabins and rural retreats. While housing costs have risen in recent years, many communities 
offer a balance of affordability and quality of life. New developments, mixed-use communities 
and transit-oriented housing are expanding options for residents across the state.



Access to nature is one of Colorado’s greatest assets. The state is home to four national 
parks, 42 state parks, and countless trails, lakes and open spaces. Whether you’re exploring 
Rocky Mountain National Park, kayaking on the Colorado River, or simply enjoying a sunset 
over the Flatirons, Colorado makes it easy to connect with the outdoors.
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