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Recycle old personal laptops and desktops safely

September 8, 2025 by ES and UIS Communications

When your personal laptop or desktop computer reaches its end of life, there are several
options for recycling it. However, it is vital you take these steps to protect your personal data
and properly dispose of your device.

NOTE: University-owned devices must not be cleaned or recycled by employees. After
backing up your data and signing out of all accounts, you should return your work device to
the UIS Service Desk to ensure proper handling and data security.

Best practices for erasing device data

1. Back up your data. Transfer important files to an external storage device, such as a
USB hard drive or external SSD.

2. Sign out of all accounts. As an added precaution, sign out of all your desktop, web
and other online accounts.

3. Remove all peripherals. This includes USB flash drives, keyboards, mice, speakers
and other storage devices.

4. Wipe your hard drive. Depending on your storage device — Solid State Drive (SSD,
common in newer devices) or Hard Disk Drive (HDD, common in older devices) — use a
data wiping utility.

TIP: While data wiping utilities are generally satisfactory for personal usage, your data may
still be recovered using advanced tools. Physically destroying the drive 31 guarantees your
data is unrecoverable. Do your own research to determine how to do this safely; some
recyclers offer free data destruction.

Recycling your device

After fully wiping your device, there are several options for recycling your device. Remember,
disposing of electronics in normal landfill-bound trash collection is illegal in Colorado.

Retailers and device manufacturers often offer disposal programs. However, donating old
devices to non-profits, schools and community organizations is a great way to repurpose your
tech, minimize tech waste and contribute to critical technology access programs in your
community.

Municipal electronic recycling programs and resources

e Colorado Department of Public Health & Environment (CDPHE) registered recyclers



https://www.cu.edu
https://www.cu.edu/
https://www.cu.edu/blog/tech-tips/recycle-old-personal-laptops-and-desktops-safely
https://www.cu.edu/blog/tech-tips/author/166688
https://ewaste.com/blog/how-to-destroy-a-hard-drive-so-data-cannot-be-recovered/
https://cdphe.colorado.gov/hm/registered-recyclers

o City of Aspen s
o City of Aurora

e Boulder County 7]

¢ City of Brighton

e City and County of Denver g
¢ Douglas County [0

e City of Durango 11

o City of Fort Collins [12)
City of Golden i3
City of Gunnison 14
Larimer County 5]
City of Louisville [16]
City of Loveland p7
City of Northglenn [

cybersecurity 119, computer help (20

Display Title:

Recycle old personal laptops and desktops safely
Send email when Published:

No

Source URL:https://www.cu.edu/blog/tech-tips/recycle-old-personal-laptops-and-desktops-safely

Links

[1] https://www.cu.edu/blog/tech-tips/recycle-old-personal-laptops-and-desktops-safely

[2] https://www.cu.edu/blog/tech-tips/author/166688 [3] https://ewaste.com/blog/how-to-destroy-a-hard-
drive-so-data-cannot-be-recovered/ [4] https://cdphe.colorado.gov/hm/registered-recyclers

[5] https://laspen.gov/361/Electronic-Waste

[6] https://www.auroragov.org/residents/trash___recycling/recycling_opportunities/electronics_recycling
[7] https://bouldercounty.gov/environment/recycle/electronic-waste/

[8] https://www.brightonco.gov/693/Electronic-Recycling-Events

[9] https://Iwww.denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-
Directory/Recycle-Compost-Trash/Trash-Recycle-Compost-Schedules-and-
Reminders?_escaped_fragment_=rc-cpage%3D41131&amp;lang_update=637716594839326473#!rc-
cpage=41361 [10] https://www.douglas.co.us/board-county-commissioners/board-priorities/county-
services/electronics-recycling/ [11] https://www.durangoco.gov/372/Electronics-Battery-Recycling

[12] https://www.fcgov.com/ewaste/ [13] https://www.cityofgolden.gov/business_detail_T31_ R64.php
[14]
https://www.gunnisonco.gov/departments/public_works/refuse_and_recycling/electronics_recycling.php
[15] https://www.larimer.gov/solidwaste/recycling/electronics [16] https://www.louisvilleco.gov/living-in-
louisville/residents/sustainability/waste-and-diversion/recycling [17] https://www.lovgov.org/services/public-
works/trash-recycling/recycling-center

[18] https://www.northglenn.org/government/departments/public_works/trash/e-recycling.php

[19] https://www.cu.edu/blog/tech-tips/tag/cybersecurity [20] https://www.cu.edu/blog/tech-
tips/tag/computer-help



https://aspen.gov/361/Electronic-Waste
https://www.auroragov.org/residents/trash___recycling/recycling_opportunities/electronics_recycling
https://bouldercounty.gov/environment/recycle/electronic-waste/
https://www.brightonco.gov/693/Electronic-Recycling-Events
https://www.denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Recycle-Compost-Trash/Trash-Recycle-Compost-Schedules-and-Reminders?_escaped_fragment_=rc-cpage=41131&lang_update=637716594839326473#!rc-cpage=41361
https://www.douglas.co.us/board-county-commissioners/board-priorities/county-services/electronics-recycling/
https://www.durangoco.gov/372/Electronics-Battery-Recycling
https://www.fcgov.com/ewaste/
https://www.cityofgolden.gov/business_detail_T31_R64.php
https://www.gunnisonco.gov/departments/public_works/refuse_and_recycling/electronics_recycling.php
https://www.larimer.gov/solidwaste/recycling/electronics
https://www.louisvilleco.gov/living-in-louisville/residents/sustainability/waste-and-diversion/recycling
https://www.lovgov.org/services/public-works/trash-recycling/recycling-center
https://www.northglenn.org/government/departments/public_works/trash/e-recycling.php
https://www.cu.edu/blog/tech-tips/tag/cybersecurity
https://www.cu.edu/blog/tech-tips/tag/computer-help
https://www.cu.edu/blog/tech-tips/recycle-old-personal-laptops-and-desktops-safely
https://www.cu.edu/blog/tech-tips/recycle-old-personal-laptops-and-desktops-safely
https://www.cu.edu/blog/tech-tips/author/166688
https://www.cu.edu/blog/tech-tips/tag/cybersecurity
https://www.cu.edu/blog/tech-tips/tag/computer-help
https://www.cu.edu/blog/tech-tips/tag/computer-help

