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August 2019 

Dear Catherine: 

 

It has been an eventful month-plus since I began my position as president of the 

University of Colorado. I’ve met many people inside and outside the university, 

visited each of our four campuses multiple times and gotten to experience 

different parts of our diverse state and the Denver metro area. 

 

Two things strike me. First, it 

is remarkable to see the 

breadth, depth and high 

quality of teaching and 

learning, research and 

service at CU. For a 

sampling, I met with 

physician researchers at CU 

Anschutz who have 

developed effective treatments for pediatric cancers. Students at CU Boulder who 

http://view.communications.cu.edu/?qs=470d2b8e92f1bb5c1251a3f4e4e97f5daad59dd8b3d79f93c6c3a32e9d0e63a971c19dfba195b941a00de5bd9a9034a758b3cce60aaa1514a7d789506d58da362c78bb621107dd18a92983f17ea0378f73ad707a9e68b940


are guiding satellites told me about what drives their passion for space. I toured 

the fabulous Ent Center for the Arts at CU Colorado Springs, an exceptional 

facility where performing artists thrive. CU Denver faculty demonstrated how they 

are meeting significant needs for math and science teachers in rural Colorado 

communities. All that happened on my first day. 

I’ve barely scratched the surface of what’s happening at CU, but I am mightily 

impressed with what I see. The more I learn, the more I want to know about the 

incredible work at CU. 

 

The second thing that struck 

me is the deep well of good 

feeling people have about 

CU, whether they have a 

connection with the 

university or not. On our 

campuses, in Washington, 

D.C., in restaurants, in Fort 

Morgan or Pueblo, people 

recognize the substantial asset CU is to our state and beyond. 

I’ve met alumni who have an unwavering pride in their alma mater. They are 

people making a mark in communities, businesses, the arts, health care, 

education and dozens of fields in between. If there is a common denominator, it’s 

that they are passionate about what they do, and they want to make a difference. 

I intend to do much more listening to people and learning about the university and 

state. Yet what I’ve seen and heard thus far is impressive. I can’t wait to see what 

month two and beyond bring. 

Sincerely, 



 

Mark Kennedy President 

 

For feedback, contact officeofthepresident@cu.edu 
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Students to send hundreds of leaf-sized spacecraft to 
the moon 

Fifty years ago, the command module of the Apollo 11 spacecraft splashed down in the 

Pacific Ocean, safely returning the first astronauts to set foot on the moon. Now, students 

from Colorado and across the world will continue that legacy of exploration via the Great 

Lunar Expedition for Everyone (GLEE). 
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CU On the Air Podcast 

Catching up with CU’s 23rd president – what’s ahead? 

This month on CU on The Air, I chatted with VP Ken McConnellogue about what I’m learning 

at the university, the upcoming strategic plan, the amazing culture in Colorado, the 

importance of outreach, and being the wave – not riding it – when it comes to education in 

technology, artificial intelligence and virtual reality. 
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CU BOULDER  

 
A computer system that knows how you feel 

Could a computer, at a glance, tell the difference between a joyful image and a 

depressing one? 

CU COLORADO SPRINGS  

Two new student sculptures welcome shoppers at 
University Village Colorado 

Each fall, UCCS students in the Visual and Performing Arts Department are invited to 

submit proposals for sculptural work. 

CU DENVER 

New initiative will advance teacher and principal 
preparation 

CU Denver is among only 15 organizations in the country to serve as a founding program 

partner of the Educator Preparation Laboratory. 

CU ANSCHUTZ MEDICAL CAMPUS  

Evidence of relationship between birth defects and 
oil, gas activity 

Greater prevalence of congenital heart defects is found in areas with high intensity of oil 

and gas well activity. 
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Make a difference. Support CU today! 

GIVE TO CU  
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