
ESSENTIAL
FACTS
2019-2020

CU IN FOCUS



 1  |  History

 2  |  Quick facts

 3  |  Fundraising and outreach

 4  |  Students, faculty, alumni

 5  |  Enrollment by ethnicity

 6  |  Cost of attendance, resident

 7  |  Cost of attendance, nonresident

Essential CU
A guide to the University of Colorado

University of Colorado

Student �nancial assistance  |  8

Degrees awarded  |  9

Revenues  |  10

Expenditures  |  11

Board of Regents, campus leadership  |  12

University of Colorado President  |  13

Keep in touch  |  back cover

Index



Facts About the University of Colorado |  1

CU Boulder, 1876
CU Boulder is all about furthering the public good through 
the positive impacts of new knowledge. From offering  
dozens of exciting programs in a range of academic �elds,  
to serving as one of the world’s leading research and  
innovation hubs, to working closely through hundreds of 
public outreach efforts across Colorado and the world,  
CU Boulder takes pride in helping turn new ideas into  
positive outcomes.

CU Colorado Springs, 1965
CU Colorado Springs is a residential academic and 
research mainstay in southern Colorado, partnering 
with major corporations and federal agencies to provide 
leading-edge education in areas including cybersecurity, 
business, engineering, arts and health care. 

History University of Colorado

CU Denver, 1973
As Colorado’s public urban research university, CU Denver 
is a vital contributor to the economic and social fabric of 
Denver and the state through education, innovative partner-
ships and public service. Recognized disciplines include 
architecture, digital media, engineering, health professions 
and public administration.

CU Anschutz Medical Campus, 2006 
(School of Medicine established in 1883 in Boulder)
The CU Anschutz Medical Campus is at the forefront of 
transformative science, medicine, education and patient 
care. The campus encompasses the University of Colorado 
health professional schools, more than 60 centers and  
institutes and two nationally ranked hospitals that treat  
some 2 million adult and pediatric patients each year.

The University of Colorado plays a profound role in the lives of individuals, businesses and communities throughout  
Colorado, across the country and around the world. Nearly a half million alumni are leaders in business, science, the arts, 
health care and their communities, and they’re joined by some 16,000 more each year. In Aurora, Boulder, Colorado Springs 
and Denver, all four campuses are all for Colorado.
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• CU has more than 67,000 degree-seeking 
students and an additional 8,000 taking courses 
for credit.

• More than 250,000 alumni live and work in 
Colorado. There are some 490,000 CU alumni 
worldwide.

• CU researchers received more than $1.2 
billion in sponsored research funding in 
FY 2018-19 to advance knowledge, create 
businesses and foster discovery and innovation.

• CU and its af�liate hospitals generate an 
economic impact of $12.35 billion annually 
for the state. This does not include the economic 
impact of CU alumni in Colorado.   

• University-wide, awards to students for academic 
excellence include 5 Marshall Scholarships, 
20 Rhodes Scholars, 8 Truman Scholarships, 7 
Goldwater Scholarships and 3 Udall Scholarships.

Quick FactsUniversity of Colorado

• CU ingenuity has fostered 190 startups  
in the past 25 years. 

• Five Nobel Laureates: David J. Wineland, 
physics, 2012; John Hall, physics, 2005;  
Eric Cornell and Carl Wieman, physics, 2001; 
Thomas Cech, chemistry, 1989

• Other outstanding faculty include: 10 
MacArthur “genius” fellows and two Carnegie 
Foundation’s Professor of the Year honorees 

• The University of Colorado has 19 alumni 
astronauts and one teaching astronaut.

• CU is the third-largest employer in the state, 
employing a workforce of more than 37,000.

• CU South Denver delivers market-responsive 
education and expertise in the Lone Tree area.
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Advancing CU: The University of Colorado launched 
the Essential CU philanthropic campaign in January 
2019 to amplify donors’ passions and advance CU’s 
academic, research and public service priorities. The 
campaign, which seeks $4 billion in support, inspires 
donors to partner with CU to expand opportunities for 
students, unearth new discoveries, attract top talent 
and transform health care.

Since the conclusion of CU’s previous campaign  
in 2013, donors have committed more than $2.3  
billion in gifts. More than 200,000 donors have  
made nearly 375,000 gifts during Essential CU 
through the end of �scal year 2019.

Fundraising      Outreach University of Colorado

CU for Colorado: CU’s four campuses offer more 
than 300 public outreach program and health care 
services that reach communities across Colorado. 
See the interactive map at cuforcolorado.cu.edu 
for outreach in your area.

CU on the Air: CU system’s podcast highlights  
university faculty who are leading experts in their 
�elds. The podcast is informational, relevant and 
entertaining, and shares the value of the University 
of Colorado and its four campuses to the state and 
far beyond: cu.edu/podcast
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Boulder
Colorado 

Springs Denver Anschutz CU Total

Total Enrollment, Fall 2019  35,967  12,180  14,947  4,292  67,386 
Resident  21,061  10,517  12,734  3,418  47,730 

Nonresident  14,906  1,663  2,213  874  19,656 
Undergraduate  29,928  10,196  10,896  511  51,531 

Graduate  6,039  1,984  4,051  3,781  15,855 
Students of Color  8,973  4,093  6,261  1,156  20,483 

International  2,936  202  963  69  4,170 

Instructional Faculty, Fall 2018  2,437  839  1,075  4,063  8,414 
Tenured/Tenure Track  1,207  275  375  2,120  3,977 

Non-Tenure Track  1,230  564  700  1,943  4,437 

Alumni (living) 277,370 51,644 106,537 53,674 489,245

Students, Faculty, AlumniUniversity of Colorado

Source: IPEDS HR fall survey, 
Budget Notebook

Source: Census enrollment
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Enrollment by Ethnicity, Fall 2019 University of Colorado

Boulder Number Percent

American Indian or Alaska Native  553 2%
Asian  2,953 8%

Black or African American  913 3%
Hispanic/Latino  4,317 12%

Native Hawaiian or Other Paci�c Islander  237 1%
More than one race – 0%

Students of Color Total  8,973 25%
White  23,683 66%

International  2,936 8%
Unknown  375 1%

TOTAL  35,967 100%

Denver Number Percent

American Indian or Alaska Native  237 2%
Asian  1,642 11%

Black or African American  974 7%
Hispanic/Latino  3,295 22%

Native Hawaiian or Other Paci�c Islander  113 1%
More than one race – 0%

Students of Color Total  6,261 42%
White  7,496 50%

International  963 6%
Unknown  227 2%

TOTAL  14,947 100%

Colorado Springs Number Percent

American Indian or Alaska Native  43 0%
Asian  411 3%

Black or African American  510 4%
Hispanic/Latino  2,193 18%

Native Hawaiian or Other Paci�c Islander  18 0%
More than one race  918 8%

Students of Color Total  4,093 34%
White  7,674 63%

International  202 2%
Unknown  211 2%

TOTAL  12,180 100%

Anschutz Medical Campus Number Percent

American Indian or Alaska Native  56 1%
Asian  474 11%

Black or African American  172 4%
Hispanic/Latino  434 10%

Native Hawaiian or Other Paci�c Islander  20 0%
More than one race – 0%

Students of Color Total  1,156 27%
White  2,610 61%

International  69 2%
Unknown  457 11%

TOTAL  4,292 100%
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Annual Cost of Attendance for Full-Time  
Resident Students Academic Year 2019-20

University of Colorado

Resident Undergraduateb Graduate Mandatory Fees c Room & Board

Bouldera $10,728 $11,826 $1,772 UG $14,778 UG 
$1,730 Grad $11,799 Grad

Colorado 
Springsa

$8,850 $12,864 $1,613 UG $10,798 UG
$1,444 Grad $11,392 Grad

Denvera $9,900 $9,048 $1,547 UG $11,799 UG
$1,415 Grad $11,799 Grad

Anschutz Medical Campus 

Nursing $13,110 $16,560 $223 $11,799 

Public Health $19,992 $223 $11,799 

Medicine $40,939 $223 $11,799 

Dentistry $38,783 $223 $11,799 

Pharmacy $31,375 $223 $11,799 

a Tuition based on enrollment in 
Arts & Sciences/Liberal Arts; 
tuition varies by school/college.

b Resident undergraduate tuition 
rates does not include $2,820 
that is offset for eligible students 
by the College Opportunity Fund. 

c Mandatory fees are charged to 
students on a semester basis 
and are directly related to a 
speci�c activity/program; do not 
include instructional course fees.
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Annual Cost of Attendance for Full-Time  
Nonresident Students Academic Year 2019-20

University of Colorado

Nonresident Undergraduate Graduate Mandatory Fees b Room & Board

Bouldera $36,546 $31,284 $1,772 UG $14,778 UG
$1,730 Grad $11,799 Grad

Colorado 
Springsa 

$23,970 $27,840 $1,613 UG $10,798 UG
$1,444 Grad $11,392 Grad

Denvera $30,510 $30,120 $1,495 UG $11,547 UG
$1,363 Grad $11,547 Grad

Anschutz Medical Campus 

Nursing $27,450 $26,760 $223 $11,799 

Public Health $31,512 $223 $11,799 

Medicinec $40,348 $25,955 $11,799 

Dentistryc $38,783 $25,303 $11,799 

Pharmacy $39,870 $223 $11,799 

a Tuition based on enrollment in 
Arts & Sciences/Liberal Arts; 
tuition varies by school/college.

b Mandatory fees are charged to 
students on a semester basis 
and are directly related to a 
speci�c activity/program; do not 
include instructional course fees. 

c The School of Medicine and 
School of Dentistry assess a 
support fee for accountable 
students in the Medical Doctor 
and Doctor of Dental Surgery 
(pursuant to HB 06-1285).
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Boulder
Colorado 
Springs Denver

Anschutz  
Medical Campus CU Total

Number of Students Receiving 
Financial Assistance

 23,655  9,122  11,715  4,141  48,633 

 Resident Undergraduate  12,085  7,137  7,859  547  27,628 
 Nonresident Undergraduate  5,940  785  729  45  7,499 
 Resident Graduate  3,714  1,017  2,496  2,662  9,889 
 Nonresident Graduate  1,916  183  631  887  3,617 

Number of Students  
Receiving Pell  5,044  3,744  4,547  173  13,508 

Amount of Assistance Received  $393,042,923  $113,037,428  $144,476,798  $133,979,377  $784,536,526 
 Federal Pell  $23,281,780  $15,428,929  $19,096,902  $590,834  $58,398,445 
 Other Federal Aid  $6,641,328  $1,552,391  $2,830,289  $5,196,783  $16,220,791 
 State Aid  $13,229,419  $9,303,803  $12,106,819  $6,090,893  $40,730,934 
 Institutional Aid  $161,786,440  $17,076,348  $21,058,669  $16,755,255  $216,676,712 
 Other Scholarships  $36,244,719  $2,460,925  $4,300,294  $788,838  $43,794,776 
 Federal Loans  $151,859,237  $67,215,032  $85,083,825  $104,556,774  $408,714,868 

Student Financial Assistance, FY 2018-19University of Colorado

Source: Financial Aid, SURDS
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Degrees Awarded, FY 2018-19 University of Colorado

Boulder
Colorado 

Springs Denver Anschutz CU Total

Graduate Certi�cates –  37 – –  37 

Bachelor’s  6,319  1,878  2,291  329  10,817 

Master’s  1,614  486  1,500  556  4,156 

Specialist – –  10 –  10 

Doctorate —  
Research

 391  30  116  90  627 

Doctorate —  
Professional Practice

 164  2 –  526  692 

All Levels  8,488  2,433  3,917  1,501  16,339 

Source: CU Degrees Awarded, excludes double majors
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FY 2020 Budgeted Revenues

Health Services  $1,196,131,483 25.0%

Auxiliary Operating Revenues  $304,731,091 6.4%

Grants and Contracts  $696,156,772 14.5%

Investment Income  $10,078,882 0.2%

Student Fees  $140,854,097 2.9%

Resident Tuition (Student Share)  $517,234,117 10.8%

Nonresident Tuition  $617,096,552 12.9%

Other Tuition (Continuing Educ)  $68,101,799 1.4%

State Support  $244,351,985 5.1%

State Tobacco Settlement  $15,007,914 0.3%

Marijuana Tax Cash Fund  $3,600,000 0.1%

Other Revenues  $979,512,431 20.4%

Total  $4,792,857,123 100.0%

FY 2019-20 RevenuesUniversity of Colorado

Source: FY2020 CU Budget, Approved June 2019
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FY 2020 Budgeted Expenditures

Instruction  $1,276,801,974 26.6%

Health Services  $1,111,145,689 23.2%

Research  $725,154,181 15.1%

Auxiliary Operating Expenditures  $247,764,390 5.2%

Scholarships and Fellowships  $256,893,657 5.4%

Transfers  $222,174,074 4.6%

Academic Support  $255,324,338 5.3%

Plant Operations  $167,580,728 3.5%

Institutional Support  $209,419,591 4.4%

Student Services  $149,556,502 3.1%

Other  $1,148,372 0.0%

Public Service  $169,893,628 3.5%

Total  $4,792,857,123 100.0%

FY 2019-20 Expenditures University of Colorado

Source: FY2020 CU Budget, Approved June 2019
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Board of Regents and Campus LeadershipUniversity of Colorado

The Colorado Constitution charges the Board  
of Regents with the general supervision of the  
university and the exclusive control and direction  
of all funds of and appropriations to the university, 
unless otherwise provided by law.

Jack Kroll, 1st Congressional District,  
Term 2017-23, Democrat

Linda Shoemaker, 2nd Congressional District, 
Term 2015-21, Democrat 

Glen Gallegos, chair, 3rd Congressional  
District, Term 2019-25, Republican 

Sue Sharkey, 4th Congressional District,  
Term 2017-23, Republican

Chance Hill, 5th Congressional District,  
Term 2019-25, Republican

John Carson, 6th Congressional District,  
Term 2015-21, Republican

Irene Griego, vice chair, 7th Congressional 
District, Term 2015-21, Democrat

Heidi Ganahl, At Large, Term 2017-23,  
Republican

Lesley Smith, At Large, Term 2019-25,  
Democrat

Website: cu.edu/regents/ 

Chancellors:

Philip P. DiStefano 
CU Boulder

Venkat Reddy 
CU Colorado Springs

Dorothy Horrell 
CU Denver 

Don Elliman 
CU Anschutz Medical Campus
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Mark Kennedy became the 23rd president of the 
University of Colorado in July 2019. He oversees 
a university system with four campuses (Boulder, 
Colorado Springs, Denver and the Anschutz Medical 
Campus), some 67,000 students, 37,000 employees 
and a $4.8 billion annual budget.

Kennedy had successful careers in business, 
government and higher education before coming 
to Colorado. He played leadership roles at Pillsbury 
and the company known today as Macy’s. He was 
a three-term U.S. congressman from Minnesota. 
Kennedy taught at prestigious universities in the U.S. 
and abroad, directed the Graduate School of Public 
Management at George Washington University and 
was president of the University of North Dakota. 

His focus at CU is developing and implementing  
a strategic plan to help the university meet the  
challenges posed by rapidly changing technology, 
demographics and threats to public funding. 

He earned a bachelor’s degree from St. John’s 
University and a master’s in business administration 
with distinction from the University of Michigan.

Keep in touch:

of�ceofthepresident@cu.edu 
Twitter.com/CUMarkKennedy 
Instagram.com/CUMarkKennedy 
Facebook.com/CUPresidentKennedy

University of Colorado President University of Colorado



CU Essential Facts is produced by the Office of University Relations. For more 
information, contact Cathy Beuten at 303-860-5681, cathy.beuten@cu.edu. 

Keep in touch
University Relations is responsible for all official public communication regarding 
the University of Colorado system.
Visit our website: cu.edu/university-relations

CU also has public information operations that are responsible for campus-
specific communication.

Connect with us:

Twitter.com/CUsystem

Facebook.com/UniversityofColoradosystem

LinkedIn.com/company/university-of-colorado

 

• CU System: cu.edu
• CU Boulder: colorado.edu
• CU Colorado Springs: uccs.edu
• CU Denver: ucdenver.edu
• CU Anschutz Medical Campus: cuanschutz.edu


