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Boulder Operating Expenses Very Low Compared to 
Purdue

CU Boulder
Purdue
CU Peers

CU Boulder is consistently near the bottom in estimated 
expenditures compared to peers (6th percentile, 29 of 31)

Purdue is in the upper half of estimated expenditures 
compared to peers (61st percentile, 12 of 31)

Source: IPEDS Finance Survey, 2013-2017 Expenditures (All funds, inflation 
adjusted); Operating Expenditures include things like instruction, student 
services, and scholarships. To estimate operating funds from total funds, 
the methodology on the right is used.

State Appropriation
+ Tuition Revenue

IPEDS Revenue 
(All Funds)

Total IPEDS
Expenditures
(All Funds)
per SFTE

* =
Estimated
Operating

Expenditures
per SFTE

2



Third Lowest Operating Expense per Student

Source: IPEDS Finance Survey, 2013-2017 Expenditures (All funds, inflation 
adjusted); Operating Expenditures include things like instruction, student 
services, and scholarships. To estimate operating funds from total funds, 
the methodology on the right is used.
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Purdue’s State Funding Far Exceeds Boulder’s

Source: CU System Office of Budget & Finance, State Appropriations; Purdue data from Indiana Commission for Higher Education, https://www.in.gov/che/4541.htm;
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Purdue Gets 250% More State Funding Per Student

Source: Data from CU Boulder Institutional Research; AAUDE;
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STEM Programs Greater Portion of Purdue’s Enrollment

Source: Data from CU Boulder Institutional Research; Only top 5 disciplines are shown;

Universities serve 
different populations, 
with Purdue enrolling 

more engineering 
and business majors.
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Boulder Research Funding 25% Higher

Source: CU System Office of Budget & Finance; Purdue University Data Digest; FY2017 is the most recent data available for Purdue;
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Purdue’s Volume Produces Revenue

Source: CU Boulder Institutional Research interactive enrollment visualization; Purdue from purdue.edu/datadigest;
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55% of Purdue’s Enrollment is Nonresident
Crossed the 50% Mark in 2011 

Source: CU Boulder Institutional Research interactive enrollment visualization; Purdue from purdue.edu/datadigest;
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Boulder Emphasis on Diverse United States 
Students Purdue Emphasis on International Students

Source: Includes undergraduate and graduate students; CU Boulder Institutional Research interactive enrollment visualization; Purdue from purdue.edu/datadigest; Unknown race/ethnicity not shown;
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Purdue International Enrollment is Nearly 3x More

Source: CU Boulder Institutional Research interactive enrollment visualization Fall Enrollment by Demographics; Purdue from purdue.edu/datadigest;
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China (3,312) and 

India (1,978)
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Percent of Pell Students Declining at Purdue

Source: IPEDS Student Financial Aid and Net Price Survey, FY2013 to FY2017
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Graduate Online Enrollment Growing at Purdue
Percentage of graduate students enrolled exclusively in online courses

Source: Data from CU Boulder Institutional Research;
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Retention & Graduation Rates

Source: Rates based on first-time, full-time, degree-seeking cohorts; CU Boulder rates from CU Metrics, Purdue rates from purdue.edu/datadigest;
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Boulder’s Business + 
Engineering students:

Retention Rate: 92%
4-Year Grad Rate: 57%
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