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Career Development (K) Award Programs, and Request for Information NOT-OD-26-095, 

NIH Funding Approaches for Clinical Trial Investigator Development 

Dear Dr. Boone, 

On behalf of the University of Colorado (CU) Anschutz, please find our comments regarding 

NOT-OD-26-098 and NOT-OD-26-095, which describe the National Institutes of Health's 

(NIH) proposed changes to career development (K) award programs for early-stage 

investigators (ESls), published on August 12, 2026. 

CU Anschutz is the largest academic medical campus in the Rocky Mountain region and the 

principal site of health sciences research and training for a large, geographically dispersed 

part of the United States. The campus unites six health professional schools and colleges, 

two nationally ranked hospital partners (UCHealth, University of Colorado Hospital and 

Children's Hospital Colorado), with close clinical and research affiliations with Denver Health 

and the Rocky Mountain Regional Veterans Affairs Medical Center. Annually, our more than 

6,000 faculty members secure more than $760 million in sponsored research funding and 

lead >3,800 active studies.1 The Colorado Clinical and Translational Sciences Institute, 
supported by a $54 million, seven-year grant from the National Center for Advancing 

Translational Sciences, supports hundreds of investigators and >500 trial sites across 

Colorado and the western US.2 Patients travel from a seven-state region for care that is 
often available nowhere else for hundreds of miles, and much of the clinical research 

serving that region runs through this campus. 

As a gold-standard scientific research institution, we support the spirit of these notices: 

streamlining inefficiencies, promoting feasible research, and bolstering the nation's next 

generation of competent, innovative academic researchers. 

1 Research Studies at CU Anschutz. (2026). https://researchstudies.cuanschutz.edu/
2 Science, Discovery, Health and Healing: CCTSI advances research across the state of Colorado. (2025). 
https://news.cuanschutz.edu/cctsi/science-discovery-health-and-healing 












