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History of State Funding
CU is a public university system and receives state funding supporting instruction including Fee-For-Service and 
COF (College Opportunity Fund). Other support includes restricted funds for student financial aid and capital 
construction and maintenance. Data shown here reflect funding related to student instruction.

Since FY 2000-01, state funding per 
student FTE to CU has declined 37%
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FY 2025-26

State support represents 
a limited share of total 
revenue for all Colorado 
public institutions.  

The largest share of CU 
revenue comes from 
auxiliary and restricted 
revenue sources. 

Auxiliary revenues 
include self-supporting 
enterprises, such as 
clinical heath activities, 
student housing and 
bookstores. 
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CO Higher Education Sources of Revenue (Total Funds)
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Prepared by CU System Institutional Research (ir@cu.edu)
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FY 2024-25

Undergraduate and 
Graduate Share of the 
Cost of Education, based 
on cost per student FTE

Methodology Note: Based on Budget Data Books actuals. Total resident and non-resident tuition revenue and state 
appropriation calculated per student FTE. State appropriation includes COF and Fee For Service.
Prepared by CU System Institutional Research (ir@cu.edu) March 2026  |  40
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*May include some medical school funding. 
Source: Peer data from IPEDS 2024, includes state and local appropriations. Peers include AAU peers with 
available appropriations and tuition data. CU Boulder state support (COF & FFS) from budget data books. 
Chart updated Jan 2026. 
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If only resident students at CU Boulder 
are included, State Appropriations per 
Resident FTE is $5,928 

State Support + Tuition Peer Comparison | CU Boulder
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Page Title HereMarch 2026  |  42Source: Peer data from IPEDS 2024, includes state and local appropriations. Only peers with available 
appropriations and tuition data are shown. CU Denver state support (COF & FFS) from budget data books. 
Chart updated Jan 2026. 
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If only resident students at UCCS 
are included, State Appropriations 
per Resident FTE is $6,226 

State Support + Tuition Peer Comparison | UCCS
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appropriations and tuition data are shown. CU Denver state support (COF & FFS) from budget data books. 
Chart updated Jan 2026. 
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If only resident students at CU Denver 
are included, State Appropriations per 
Resident FTE is $6,386. 

State Support + Tuition Peer Comparison | CU Denver
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