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Colorado High School Graduating Class Population

High School 
Completers
Since 2013-14

+18% 
Total

+44% 
Students of Color

+52% 
Hispanic

3% 
White (non-Hispanic)

Students of Color includes:

• American Indian or 
Alaskan Native

• Asian American
• Black or African 

American
• Hispanic or Latino
• Native Hawaiian or Other 

Pacific Islander
• More than one race

(COVID)

48,856 48,701 50,710 51,798 54,399 55,429 56,251 56,862 57,456 57,858 
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CU New Resident Freshman (Fall Term) 
as a percentage of CO High School Completers, by Year

CO High School Completers Percent of CO High School Completers enrolling at CU
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Source: Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education, Knocking at the College 
Door: Projections of High School Graduates, 2020, www.knocking.wiche.edu.42

41,659 

61,220 

65,820 

59,160 

 -

 10,000

 20,000

 30,000

 40,000

 50,000

 60,000

 70,000

20
00

-0
1

20
01

-0
2

20
02

-0
3

20
03

-0
4

20
04

-0
5

20
05

-0
6

20
06

-0
7

20
07

-0
8

20
08

-0
9

20
09

-1
0

20
10

-1
1

20
11

-1
2

20
12

-1
3

20
13

-1
4

20
14

-1
5

20
15

-1
6

20
16

-1
7

20
17

-1
8

20
18

-1
9

20
19

-2
0

20
20

-2
1

20
21

-2
2

20
22

-2
3

20
23

-2
4

20
24

-2
5

20
25

-2
6

20
26

-2
7

20
27

-2
8

20
28

-2
9

20
29

-3
0

20
30

-3
1

20
31

-3
2

20
32

-3
3

20
33

-3
4

20
34

-3
5

20
35

-3
6

20
36

-3
7

Actual Projected

Projected Colorado High School Graduates

2036-37

2025-26
(Peak)

2018-19

2000-01

+47% 
2001 to 2019

+8% 
2019 to 2026

-10% 
2026 to 2037

• Actual number of 
students that graduate 
from high school in 
Colorado thru 2018-19.

• Projected graduates 
from 2019-20 to 2036-
37.

• Includes graduates from 
both public and private 
high schools.

WICHE estimates:

+47% (+19,600) 2001 to 2019

+8% (+4,600) 2019 to 2026

-10% (-6,660) 2026 to 2037
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