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1Picture Detail (Credit): Rustler's Gulch Hike near Crested Butte. 
(Photo by Glenn Asakawa/University of Colorado)



CU worked with an outside firm, Lightcast, to create this earnings analysis 

Data as of December 2024

Examined CU graduates from 1990 thru 2024

Earnings information based on 2024 Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) by: 

• Occupation 

• Geographic location

• Degree Level

• Age
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About CU Alumni Outcomes



Between 1990 and 2024, CU awarded—

• 492,000+ degrees
• 402,000 individual alumni

• 52% of degrees awarded 2011 and after
• 63% of degrees are bachelors
• 56% of degrees by awarded by CU Boulder
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CU Degrees Awarded Since 1990



After limiting to alumni found with employment files and no additional education—
Earnings dataset includes more than 130,000 alumni
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Data Included in Earnings Analysis (Input-to-Results)

Source: CU Alumni 1990-2024

Results: Alumni Found with Employment Profiles

Results: Alumni Found (No additional education found, 
Lightcast or National Student Clearinghouse)

Results: Alumni in Earnings Analysis (Employment starts 
after graduation, minimum earnings)
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Summary of Earnings by Education Level

Source: U.S. and Colorado earnings from Bureau of Labor Statistics Occupational Employment and Wage Statistics (OEWS, May 2024). CU alumni 
earnings from CU System Institutional Research, CU Alumni Outcomes Dec 2024, recent alumni 2011-2023. Chart updated April 2025.
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Earnings by Graduation Year Earnings by Educational Level
Chart shows age-adjusted earnings (and number of alumni) by graduation year Chart shows age-adjusted earnings (and number of alumni) by degree level
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Time in Career and Educational Level Matter!

Data shown reflects highest degree awarded (if multiple), not pursuing additional education, and employment limited to jobs started after graduation.
Source: CU Alumni Outcomes, Lightcast Market Analytics. Data prepared by CU System Institutional Research, December 2024 (ir@cu.edu)



Comparing 2022 & 2024 Alumni Outcomes

Annual Earnings: (Age Adjusted) Each alumni is assigned the median wage for each profile's Occupation Code (SOC) 
in the county of the profile's location, adjusted for the individual's age and highest level of education completed at your 
institution. Across all alumni at all degree levels, average earnings increased from $84,625 (2022) to $99,072 
(2024), a 17% increase (+ $14,447).
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+18%
(+$13,705)

+15%
(+$14,358)

+23%
(+$21,804)

Data shown reflects highest degree awarded (if multiple), not pursuing additional education, and employment limited to jobs started after graduation.
Source: CU Alumni Outcomes, Lightcast Market Analytics. Data prepared by CU System Institutional Research, December 2024 (ir@cu.edu)



Field of Study mapped to Occupation to determine In/Out of Field

• 66% of alumni are employed in the field of study of their degree
• Over 55% of alumni are employed in the Management, Computer, and Business Occupations
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Employed in Field of Study (Degree-to-Occupation)

Data shown reflects highest degree awarded (if multiple), not pursuing additional education, and employment limited to jobs started after graduation.
Source: CU Alumni Outcomes, Lightcast Market Analytics. Data prepared by CU System Institutional Research, December 2024 (ir@cu.edu)
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Average Annual Earnings by Field of Study (Bachelors)
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Sources: Average Estimated Annual Earnings based on Dec 2024 Lightcast analysis for CU System Alum from 2013-2023, bachelor degree recipients (highest 
degree) employed in field of study by 2-digit CIP Code, (excludes CU graduate degrees). Prepared by CU System Institutional Research (ir@cu.edu)
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Average Annual Earnings by Field of Study (Masters)

Sources: Average Estimated Annual Earnings based on Dec 2024 Lightcast analysis for CU System Alum from 2013-2023, masters degree recipients (highest 
degree) employed in field of study by 2-digit CIP Code. Prepared by CU System Institutional Research (ir@cu.edu)
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Average Annual Earnings by Field of Study (Doctorate & Professional)

Sources: Average Estimated Annual Earnings based on Dec 2024 Lightcast analysis for CU System Alum from 2013-2023, doctorate degree recipients (highest 
degree) employed in field of study by 2-digit CIP Code. Prepared by CU System Institutional Research (ir@cu.edu)
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CU Alumni Residing in the U.S.
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Alaska: 182
Hawaii: 338
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College Degree Recipients Average Higher Annual Earnings and Lower Unemployment

• Earnings increases with degree level
• Unemployment decreases with degree level

National Context | U.S. Earnings and Unemployment
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National Context | U.S. Annual Earnings by Educational Attainment
Unadjusted (Nominal) Dollars



Population by Educational Attainment (U.S. and Colorado)
Source: US Census, American Community Survey, 2023

Source: US Census, American Community Survey, 2023, ACSST1Y2023, ACS 1-Year Estimates Subject Tables
U.S. = 231,791,117; Colorado = 4,135,123
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Workforce by Occupation Category (U.S. + Colorado)
Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Occupational Employment and Wage Statistics (May 2023)
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Average Salary by Occupation Group (Colorado) 
Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Occupational Employment and Wage Statistics (May 2023)
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Workforce by Occupation Category (U.S. + Colorado + CU)
Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Occupational Employment and Wage Statistics  (May 2023)

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Occupational Employment and Wage Statistics  May 2023
U.S. workforce = 151,853,870; Colorado workforce = 2,832,010
CU Alumni = 246,839, based on CU Alumni Outcomes, 1990-2024, all degree levels, highest degree, job starting after graduation.
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Average Salary by Occupation Group (Colorado) 
Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Occupational Employment and Wage Statistics (May 2023)
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Colorado Workforce = 2,832,010 employed workforce
CU Alumni = 246,839, based on CU Alumni Outcomes, 1990-2024, all degree levels, highest degree, job starting after graduation.
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(Screen shot from active tool)CU Alumni Earnings Estimates      (Screen shot from website)
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(Screen shot from active tool)CU Alumni by Field of Study      (Screen shot from website)
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(Screen shot from active tool)CU Alumni by Employer      (Screen shot from website)      



Alumni Outcomes tool is a publicly available resource that shows average 
annual earnings for CU graduates based on field of study

Can be used by: 

• Prospective students, families, and high school counselors

• CU admissions offices, career services, departments, and others

• Outreach efforts

Provides data associated with the value of a postsecondary degree
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Potential Website and Data Uses
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cu.edu/value-indexcu.edu/cu-alumni-outcomes

CU Alumni Outcomes
Data Visualization

Value Index

Website Links

https://www.cu.edu/value-index
https://www.cu.edu/cu-alumni-outcomes
https://www.cu.edu/value-index
https://www.cu.edu/cu-alumni-outcomes
https://www.cu.edu/cu-alumni-outcomes
https://www.cu.edu/cu-alumni-outcomes
https://www.cu.edu/cu-alumni-outcomes
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