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• CU worked with an outside firm, Lightcast, to create this alumni earnings 
analysis 

• Data as of December 2022

• Examined CU graduates from 1990 thru 2022

• Earnings information based on 2022 Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) by: 

• Occupation 

• Geographic location

• Degree Level
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About CU Alumni Outcomes



Between 1990 and 2022, CU awarded—

• 448,000+ degrees
• 370,000 individual alumni

• 48% of degrees awarded 2011 and after
• 63% of degrees are bachelors
• 56% of degrees by awarded by CU Boulder
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CU Degrees Awarded Since 1990



After limiting to alumni found with employment files and no additional education—
Earnings dataset includes more than 110,000 alumni
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Data Included in Earnings Analysis (Input-to-Results)

Source: CU Alumni 1990-2022

Results: Alumni Found with Employment Profiles

Results: Alumni Found (No additional education found, 
Lightcast or National Student Clearinghouse)

Results: Alumni in Earnings Analysis (Employment starts 
after graduation, minimum earnings)



Field of Study mapped to Occupation to determine In/Out of Field

• 69% of alumni are employed in the field of study of their degree
• Over 50% of alumni are employed in the Management, Computer, and Business Occupations
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Employed in Field of Study (Degree-to-Occupation)
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CU Alumni Residing in the U.S.



College Degree Recipients Average Higher Annual Earnings and Lower Unemployment

• Earnings increases with degree level
• Unemployment decreases with degree level
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National Context | U.S. Earnings and Unemployment
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National Context | U.S. Annual Earnings by Educational Attainment
Unadjusted (Nominal) Dollars
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National Context | U.S. Annual Earnings by Educational Attainment
Adjusted (Real) Dollars



Earnings by Graduation Year Earnings by Degree Level
Chart shows age-adjusted earnings (and number of alumni) by graduation year Chart shows age-adjusted earnings (and number of alumni) by degree level
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Time in Career and Degree Level Matter!
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(Screen shot from active tool)CU Alumni Earnings Estimates      (Screen shot from website)
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(Screen shot from active tool)CU Alumni by Field of Study      (Screen shot from website)



13

(Screen shot from active tool)CU Alumni by Employer      (Screen shot from website)      



• Alumni Outcomes tool is a publicly available resource that shows average 
annual earnings for CU graduates based on field of study

• Can be used by: 

• Prospective students, families, and high school counselors

• CU admissions offices, career services, departments, and others

• Outreach efforts

• Provides another data point associated with the value of a postsecondary 
degree
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Potential Website and Data Uses
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cu.edu/value-indexcu.edu/cu-alumni-outcomes

CU Alumni Outcomes
Data Visualization

Value Index

Website Links
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https://www.cu.edu/cu-alumni-outcomes
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