
10 More Simple Ways to Save Money and Cut Spending at Home 
 

1. Sell your books. At cash4books.net or sellbackyourbook.com, you type in an unwanted book’s ISBN 
number to get an offer. If you like what you see, fill out a prepaid mailing label, box the books and 
send them off. Payment comes by check or as a credit to your PayPal account. 

2. Trade in electronics like old cell phones and computers at wireflytradeins.com or 
tigerdirect.cexchange.com and get a charity write-off, cash or gift cards. Costco, Best Buy and 
Sears also have electronics trade-in programs. 

3. Buy gift cards for up to 30 percent off their face value at plasticjungle.com, or giftcardrescue.com, 
where the cards are sold by gift-getters who don’t want them. 

4. Get rewards for online shopping from ebates.com. You register and then click to visit any of about 
1,000 partner retailers. You can collect a reward of from 1 to (very occasionally) 40 percent of your 
purchase amount. The money arrives as a check or a credit to your PayPal account. 

5. Promotional codes can get you discounts of up to 50 percent when you check out at online 
shopping sites. Though some codes are for returning loyal customers, others are up for grabs—you 
just have to know where to find them. Try these websites: retailmenot.com, couponchief.com, 
currentcodes.com and freeshipping.org. 

6. Find free Wi-Fi hot spots, particularly useful when you travel, at jiwire.com. The searchable 
site lists almost 300,000 hot spots, both free ones and those that charge, in 144 countries. 

7. Kids eat for free—or at a discount—at dozens of chain restaurants. But check ahead, 
because often kids must be under a certain age, or you must order from special menus at 
specified times. Find spots at familyfriendlyamerica.com and coupondivas.com—whether 
you’re on the road or at home. 

8. To find the price the dealer pays for the car you want to buy, visit truecar.com or the True Market 
Value section of edmunds.com. When buying new, haggle up from the dealer’s invoice. When 
buying used, start negotiating at $1,000 to $2,000 below the asking price. 

9. A safe-driving course may get you auto insurance discounts of up to 10 percent. Washington, D.C., 
and 36 states mandate discounts for people who take a course, which usually costs between $10 
and $30. Ask your agent—restrictions may apply. 

10. Owner’s manuals are often missing when you buy bargain electronic devices or appliances at 
online auctions or garage sales. Manufacturers may charge for the manuals, but you can get many 
for free at retrevo.com, manualsonline.com or usersmanualguide.com. 
 
Sources:  CNNMoney.com and AARP.com. 
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