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Article 1: University of Colorado Legal Origin, Mission, 
and Ethical Conduct [1]

PART A: ESTABLISHMENT AND LOCATION

1.A.1 Constitution of 1876

The University of Colorado was originally established as a territorial university by act of the 
Council and House of Representatives of the Colorado Territory on November 7, 1861. Upon 
Colorado's admission to the Union in 1876, the Constitution of the State of Colorado declared 
the territorial institution of the "University at Boulder" to be an institution of the State.

[See section 5 of article VIII of the State Constitution.]

1.A.2 Constitutional Amendments of 1923

Section 5 of article VIII of the State Constitution was amended in 1923 to authorize the 
regents of the University to operate all or any part of the departments of medicine, dentistry, 
and pharmacy at Denver. Also, nothing in section 5 was to be construed to prevent the 
University or other state educational institutions from giving temporary lecture courses in any 
part of the state, or conducting class excursions for the purpose of investigation and study.

1.A.3 Constitutional Amendments of 1972

In 1972, section 5 of article VIII of the State Constitution was further amended to:

(A) describe the University as being "at Boulder, Colorado Springs, and Denver";

(B) extend the Health Sciences Center provision to include all or any part of the schools of 
medicine, dentistry, nursing, and pharmacy of the University, together with hospitals and 
supporting facilities and programs related to health, at Denver"; and

(C) make clear nothing in section 5 was to be construed to prevent any state institution of 
higher education, with prior approval of the General Assembly, from "establishing, 
maintaining, and conducting or discontinuing centers, medical centers, or branches in any part 
of the state."
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PART B: ESTABLISHMENT OF UNIVERSITY CAMPUSES

1.B.1 Location and Administration of Four Campuses

(A) In 1974, the Board of Regents enacted a new administrative structure for the University.

(B) The University of Colorado shall consist of a president's office and four campuses, each of 
which shall be headed by a chancellor. The campuses shall operate at several principal sites 
located and referred to as follows:

at Boulder, "the University of Colorado at Boulder";
at Colorado Springs, "the University of Colorado at Colorado Springs";
at Denver, "the University of Colorado at Denver";
at Aurora and/or Denver, "the University of Colorado Health Sciences Center."

PART C: MISSION OF THE UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO

The University of Colorado is a public research university with multiple campuses serving 
Colorado, the nation, and the world through leadership in high-quality education and 
professional training, public service, advancing research and knowledge, and state-of-the-art 
health care. Each campus has a distinct role and mission as provided by Colorado law.

PART D: ETHICAL CONDUCT OF UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO 
EMPLOYEES

In pursing the mission of the University of Colorado, all members of the university community 
are responsible for understanding and upholding the highest standards of legal and ethical 
conduct. The Board of Regents' policies describe principles of ethical behavior that articulate 
a basic ethical framework for the decisions, actions and behavior of all University of Colorado 
employees. These "Principles of Ethical Behavior" define the underlying expectations for the 
conduct and activities of university employees.
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