
 

  

 

November 2017 

Dear eComm: 

 

When our health sciences operations and the University of Colorado Hospital moved to 

the CU Anschutz Medical Campus beginning in 2004, we expected the campus build-out 

to take some 50 years. It took about a dozen, and we’re still building. 

If you’ve been there, you know it’s a marvel – a square mile at the confluence of 

education, clinical practice and research that creates a city of health that is among the 

world’s best. Few academic medical centers have all their core activities on one site. 

The footprint of the campus is already near capacity, and now we are looking toward 

development of the biosciences park that borders the north edge of CU Anschutz, now 

known as the Fitzsimons Redevelopment Authority. Yet even as we grow, we also 
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embrace something critical to CU since our founding 141 years ago – a sense of 

community. 

Our four campuses are communities within themselves, in addition to being part of the 

larger University of Colorado and the communities they call home. 

When CU was founded in 1876, residents of Boulder not only lobbied lawmakers in 

Denver to locate the university at the base of the Flatirons, they also put up their own 

money to make it happen. CU Boulder and the town’s fortunes have been intertwined 

ever since, and they have grown up together. We need to ensure that all our campuses 

are communities. 

More than 50 years ago, David Packard of Hewlett-Packard fame joined community 

leaders to push to make CU’s Colorado Springs extension a full-fledged campus to meet 

the needs of his company and the region. Today, the campus is an integral part of the 

city and southern Colorado, with extensive partnerships. The campus expanded to a 

previously rundown section of north Nevada Avenue, sparking a remarkable renewal of 

the area. 

Adding residence and dining halls, a student recreation center and other amenities really 

increased the sense of campus as community. Growth is more than adding buildings; it 

is fostering a sense of place. 

Likewise, CU’s Denver extension became an official campus 45 years ago, and its 

growth reflects the growth and vibrancy of the burgeoning city. CU Denver is one of the 

premier urban universities in the country. Yet it was students who added to the sense of 

campus community in recent years by doing things such as selecting a mascot and 

adding cheerleaders. They also approved a fee to build a student wellness center that 

will open next year to complement the relatively new Campus Commons building that 

acts as a town hall. 



The CU School of Medicine’s roots reach back more than a century to Boulder, before it 

moved to Denver to serve more patients and train more health care professionals. Since 

moving from Ninth Avenue and Colorado Boulevard in Denver, it has become a lynchpin 

of the CU Anschutz Medical Campus in Aurora. 

And as we expand that campus, we are keenly aware of ensuring the sense of 

community that has been a hallmark of CU for nearly a century and a half. Having 

clinical care, research and education on one campus is a bonus for CU and Coloradans, 

but we are cognizant of the need to build community. 

We are partnering with Aimco and other developers to grow our community on the 

borders of the campus. While research towers and state-of-the-art hospitals are critical, 

so too are affordable student housing, hotels for people seeking treatment and their 

families, and robust retail and restaurants. Even something like a planned faculty club 

contributes to that sense of community. 

And then there’s the broad sense of a health community that comes from partnerships 

among CU, Children’s Hospital Colorado, University of Colorado Hospital and the soon-

to-open VA Hospital. It’s a health community different from any in the country. 

We even look far beyond our campuses to foster communities. Our CU for Colorado 

program showcases the nearly 300 programs and services we offer to communities 

large and small across our state. From water quality testing to pre-collegiate prep 

programs to business development, CU is an engine that touches communities 

everywhere. 

One of the great things about our university is that we have been part of the fabric of our 

state and its communities for more than 140 years. We’re here to stay, and even as we 

grow and expand, we are mindful of the sense of community that makes our campuses, 

as well as the cities they call home and the places we travel to, special places. 



For feedback, contact officeofthepresident@cu.edu 

Sincerely, 

 

Bruce Benson 
President 
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A CU Buffs cross country three-peat 

Please join me in congratulating the CU Buffs women’s cross country team and its coach, Mark 

Wetmore, for once again winning the Pac-12 Cross Country Championship. This is a remarkable 

accomplishment in and of itself, and bringing home the title for three consecutive years is further 

proof of the continued dedication of our outstanding student athletes and their coaches. 
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CU Denver Chancellor Dorothy 
Horrell inducted into Colorado 
Women’s Hall of Fame 

We have long known in the education 

community that CU Denver Chancellor Dorothy 

Horrell is a remarkable, passionate and vocal 

supporter of K-12 and higher education 

throughout Colorado. So we are delighted that 

she was chosen to be inducted into the 2018 

Colorado Women’s Hall of Fame. 

Congratulations, Chancellor Horrell, on this well-

deserved honor. (Denver Post article) 

 

Hickenlooper’s FY19 budget 
proposal has $86.9 million 
increase for higher education 

Last week we received great news about Gov. 

John Hickenlooper’s higher education budget 

request sent to the Legislature for fiscal year 

2018-19 asking for a 9.7 percent increase for 

higher education. We appreciate the governor’s 

dedication and diligence in striving to keep a 

college degree accessible to all qualified 

students. 

 

  

 

  

  

Aging awareness: A meaningful life for seniors and caregivers  

   

CU on the Air examines the many facets and 

concerns of aging with Sara Honn Qualls, 

professor of psychology, Kraemer Family 
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Professor of Aging Studies and director of the 

Aging Center and the Gerontology Center at the 

University of Colorado Colorado Springs. 

   

 

  

An alumna’s amazing journey from CU Denver student to signing 
educational partnership 

For Dr. Sharmila Anand, the process of arrival on the CU Denver campus as an international student 

to her return as an internationally recognized guest has been “an amazing journey.” The path from 

India to Denver began with online searches for American colleges that led her to the International 

Affairs and university websites.  

   

 

 

  

Project takes AIM at rural students’ health  

Researchers with the Rocky Mountain Prevention Research Center were awarded two grants from 

The Colorado Health Foundation to continue their work in southeastern Colorado and San Luis 
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Valley schools. The money allows for a significant expansion of the center’s strategic planning 

process, Assess, Identify, Make it Happen (AIM XL), through which district-level comprehensive 

health and wellness plans can be developed. 

   

 

 

Colorado needs healthy research universities that produce a highly educated workforce, grow our 

economy, attract business and industry, and engage in research that generates jobs, creates 

companies and improves lives. With your help we can keep CU - and Colorado - strong. 

Become an advocate for CU  
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New aerospace engineering building breaks 

ground: Colorado is a hub of the nation’s 

aerospace industry, and the new facility aims to 

put CU at the center of innovation. 

 

  

UCCS to host Veterans Week events: The 

UCCS Office of Veteran and Military Student 

Affairs will host a variety of events through Nov. 

11. 

   

  

Going to great heights to study honeybees: 

Team studies differences in hive health on 

Student Commons Building and a suburban site. 

 

  

Second CU vaccine approved by FDA for 

shingles: CDC recommends Shingrix for 

shingles prevention for people over 50.  

     

 

 

 

 

 

    

Make a difference. Support CU today! 

GIVE TO CU  

 

 

    

 

Message sent by: 

Office of the President, University of Colorado 

1800 Grant Street, Suite 800, Denver, CO 80203 

p: 303 860 5600 | f: 303 860 5610 | www.cu.edu | officeofthepresident@cu.edu 
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