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Source: CDHE SURDS Financial Aid
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Sources: Average Annual Earnings based on CU System Alumni Survey FY 2009 - FY 2018, Based on full-time employment and excludes those pursuing additional education
Annual Loan Payment based on average loan from CDHE SURDS (2018) & standard 10 year repayment at 4.3%
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Ways to Reduce Cost

• Apply for scholarships

• Boost credit load (more than 12 per term or summer school)

• Transfer credit (high school concurrent, competency testing, 

other college)

• Live with family or with multiple roommates

• Cut back on personal expenses (use alternative transport)

• Remain on parents’ insurance plan

• Meet with advisors to track degree progress
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Other Means

• Part-time work

• College savings plans

• Parent/Private loans

• Credit cards
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• Out-of-pocket tuition and fee increases were mitigated for 

many low and middle income students. 

• System-wide 42% of resident, undergraduates took student 

loans in FY 2019.

• System-wide 8% of resident, undergraduates had parent 

loans in FY 2019.

• On average, CU students have a loan default rate of 3.6%, 

which is approximately 7 percentage points lower than the 

national and statewide average.
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