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FY 2018 to FY 2022

Cost of Attendance (COA) 
includes: 
• Tuition & Fees, 
• Housing, 
• Food, 
• Books, &
• Personal Expenses

COA shown in based on  
enrolled students applying for 
financial aid, assuming full-time 
enrollment (30 credit hours). 
Tuition & fees assumes resident 
undergraduate base tuition.

Housing costs typically assume 
students living on campus, 
students living off-campus 
independently or students living 
off-campus with parents.

2023.01

Source: CU Financial Aid, applicants for financial aid. CU System Office of Budget & 
Finance; 2021 dollars using CPI-Denver-Aurora-Lakewood-CO; Prepared by: CU System 
Institutional Research61

Average Cost of Attendance (Inflation Adjusted)

$13,359 $13,483 $13,195 $12,907 $12,806 

$19,004 $18,673 $18,647 $18,589 $18,598 

$32,362 $32,156 $31,843 $31,496 $31,404 

FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2020 FY 2021 FY 2022

$11,275 $11,257 $11,045 $10,851 $10,760 

$18,138 $17,447 $17,112 $16,646 $15,956 

$29,413 $28,704 $28,157 $27,497 $26,716 

FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2020 FY 2021 FY 2022

$12,443 $12,260 $12,083 $11,946 $11,580 

$14,817 $14,877 $15,255 $15,512 $12,824 

$27,261 $27,137 $27,338 $27,458 
$24,404 

FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2020 FY 2021 FY 2022

Boulder

UCCS

Denver
Denver Note: Beginning in FY 2022,  
financial aid adjusted the COA 
calculations to be better aligned 
with CCHE guidelines.  The COA 
more accurately captures the 
difference in costs for students with 
On-Campus Housing vs. Off-
Campus Living with Parents, which 
lowered the average Cost of 
Attendance in financial aid data.
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2023.06Source: CU System & Campus Offices of Institutional Research; IPEDS 202162

Average Cost of Attendance – Peer Comparison

IPEDS 2021

Cost of attendance reported 
to IPEDS is based on full-
time, first-time degree 
seeking in-state 
undergraduate students 
living on campus for
academic year 2021-22.

Cost of Attendance (COA) 
includes: 
• In-State Tuition & Fees, 
• Housing, 
• Food, 
• Books, &
• Personal Expenses

Dollars are not adjusted for 
inflation.

$30,139 

$31,442 

AAU Peers

CU Boulder

$28,063 

$25,960 

IPEDS Peers

UCCS

$27,559 

$30,836 

IPEDS Peers

CU Denver

Denver

UCCS

Boulder

https://www.cu.edu/student-finances-and-peer-comparisons
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2023.06Source: CU System & Campus Offices of Institutional Research; IPEDS 202163

Average Cost of Attendance – Boulder vs AAU Peers

IPEDS 2021

Cost of attendance reported 
to IPEDS is based on full-
time, first-time degree 
seeking in-state 
undergraduate students 
living on campus for
academic year 2021-22.

Cost of Attendance (COA) 
includes: 
• In-State Tuition & Fees, 
• Housing, 
• Food, 
• Books, &
• Personal Expenses

Dollars are not adjusted for 
inflation.

$21,431 
$21,940 

$22,782 
$24,546 

$25,376 
$25,476 

$26,187 
$27,158 
$27,711 
$27,743 
$27,807 

$28,664 
$28,668 
$28,827 
$28,928 
$29,230 
$29,319 
$29,802 
$30,312 
$30,416 

$31,102 
$31,442 
$31,467 
$31,484 

$33,002 
$35,147 
$35,311 
$35,664 
$36,041 

$36,787 
$36,949 

$37,651 
$41,528 

$0 $5,000 $10,000 $15,000 $20,000 $25,000 $30,000 $35,000 $40,000 $45,000

Florida (Rank=1)
Iowa State (Rank=2)

Purdue (Rank=3)
North Carolina (Rank=4)

Iowa (Rank=5)
Kansas (Rank=6)
Indiana (Rank=7)

Wisconsin (Rank=8)
Missouri-Columbia (Rank=9)

SUNY Stony Brook (Rank=10)
Maryland (Rank=11)

Ohio State (Rank=12)
Buffalo (Rank=13)

Minnesota (Rank=14)
Texas-Austin (Rank=15)
Michigan St (Rank=16)
Washington (Rank=17)

Georgia Tech (Rank=18)
Oregon (Rank=19)
Arizona (Rank=20)

Illinois (Rank=21)
CU Boulder (Rank=22)
Texas A&M (Rank=23)

Michigan (Rank=24)
Rutgers (Rank=25)

Pittsburgh-Pittsburgh Campus (Rank=26)
Cal-San Diego (Rank=27)

Virginia (Rank=28)
Cal-Irvine (Rank=29)

UCLA (Rank=30)
Cal-Santa Barbara (Rank=31)

Cal-Davis (Rank=32)
Cal-Berkeley (Rank=33)

https://www.cu.edu/student-finances-and-peer-comparisons
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2023.06Source: CU System & Campus Offices of Institutional Research; IPEDS 202164

Average Cost of Attendance – UCCS vs IPEDS Peers

IPEDS 2021

Cost of attendance reported 
to IPEDS is based on full-
time, first-time degree 
seeking in-state 
undergraduate students 
living on campus for
academic year 2021-22.

Cost of Attendance (COA) 
includes: 
• In-State Tuition & Fees, 
• Housing, 
• Food, 
• Books, &
• Personal Expenses

Dollars are not adjusted for 
inflation.

$21,529 
$23,222 
$23,642 
$23,960 

$24,606 
$24,775 
$24,909 
$24,914 
$25,046 

$25,693 
$25,922 
$25,960 

$26,724 
$26,743 
$27,118 
$27,427 
$28,022 
$28,169 
$28,388 
$28,445 
$28,664 
$29,249 

$30,721 
$32,112 

$33,644 
$33,798 

$34,834 
$34,911 

$38,574 

$0 $5,000 $10,000 $15,000 $20,000 $25,000 $30,000 $35,000 $40,000 $45,000

North Florida (Rank=1)
Nebraska-Omaha (Rank=2)

Northern KY (Rank=3)
Texas-El Paso (Rank=4)

Tennessee-Chattanooga (Rank=5)
FL Atlantic (Rank=6)

Cental Oklahoma (Rank=7)
North Carolina Charlotte (Rank=8)

Texas A&M-Corpus Christi (Rank=9)
Wichita St (Rank=10)

SUNY Buffalo State (Rank=11)
UCCS (Rank=12)

Sonoma State (Rank=13)
Missouri-St Louis (Rank=14)

Maryland-Balt County (Rank=15)
Cal State-East Bay (Rank=16)

Portland State (Rank=17)
West Chester PA (Rank=18)

Oakland (Rank=19)
Cleveland State (Rank=20)
Bridgewater St (Rank=21)

Salem St (Rank=22)
CUNY City College (Rank=23)

Montclair St (Rank=24)
CUNY Staten Island (Rank=25)

CUNY Baruch (Rank=26)
Umass-Boston (Rank=27)

Rowan (Rank=28)
NJ Inst of Technology (Rank=29)

https://www.cu.edu/student-finances-and-peer-comparisons
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2023.06Source: CU System & Campus Offices of Institutional Research; IPEDS 202165

Average Cost of Attendance – Denver vs IPEDS Peers

IPEDS 2021

Cost of attendance reported 
to IPEDS is based on full-
time, first-time degree 
seeking in-state 
undergraduate students 
living on campus for
academic year 2021-22.

Cost of Attendance (COA) 
includes: 
• In-State Tuition & Fees, 
• Housing, 
• Food, 
• Books, &
• Personal Expenses

Dollars are not adjusted for 
inflation.

$20,155 

$24,747 

$25,693 

$26,386 

$26,743 

$27,697 

$28,022 

$28,445 

$28,722 

$30,836 

$31,700 

$34,834 

$0 $5,000 $10,000 $15,000 $20,000 $25,000 $30,000 $35,000 $40,000

North Carolina Greensboro (Rank=1)

New Orleans (Rank=2)

Wichita St (Rank=3)

Memphis (Rank=4)

Missouri-St Louis (Rank=5)

Akron (Rank=6)

Portland State (Rank=7)

Cleveland State (Rank=8)

Northern AZ (Rank=9)

CU Denver (Rank=10)

Umass-Lowell (Rank=11)

Umass-Boston (Rank=12)

https://www.cu.edu/student-finances-and-peer-comparisons



